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STUDENTS FIND SUCCESS DESPITE ADVERSITY > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 
As the entire world was forced to adjust 
to COVID-19, our high-school seniors 
were no exception and were faced with 
the unprecedented challenge of having 
to complete their high-school education 
virtually. During a time in which they normally 
would have been finishing up an exciting 
chapter in their lives, they were required to 
stay home, with little guidance on how to 
finish the school year, as schools worked to 
establish COVID response plans.

Despite facing these challenges, we are 
extremely proud to say that 100% of our 
high-school seniors graduated and 
have chosen to pursue either a higher 
education or enlist in the military, and 
many have received scholarships to be able 
to attend their schools of choice. Four of 
our wonderful students are leaving the city 
of Houston to continue their educations. 
Jazmin will be attending Colby College in 
Waterville, Maine, and is excited and feels 
mentally ready to make the leap. Ashley will 
be attending Wellesley College just outside 
of Boston, and will be near her good friend 
Jazmin. Melina will be heading just a few 
hours north to the University of Texas at 
Arlington, and is excited to move out and 
start her college career. Finally, Angie will 
also be headed to the northeast and will 
attend Northeastern University in Boston. 

None of this would be possible without 
our amazing partners at the Posse 
Foundation. Posse focuses on training 
and providing college opportunities to 
future minority leaders. SpringSpirit is 

extremely blessed to be considered an 
official nominating organization in Houston, 
and we look forward to continuing to 
grow this relationship. Thanks to the hard 
work and dedication from these girls, 6 
more SpringSpirit students in our “Rising 
Seniors” program were nominated for 
scholarships to the Posse Foundation for 
this upcoming school year. We also have 
strong partnerships with other organizations 
that make these opportunities possible for 
our students, which include Chapelwood 
United Methodist Church Foundation, Matt 
Musil Foundation, and the Cal Ripken, Sr. 
Foundation. We are so grateful and blessed 
to have such incredible unions with each of 
these groups!

We are incredibly proud of all of our high-
school seniors, but want to share two 
examples that showcase the effort our 
students have shown this past year:

Jose has been an active SpringSpirit 
participant for many years now who faced 
some struggles last school year. Jose often 
found himself distracted in the classroom, 
struggling to complete his schoolwork, and 
would sometimes choose to skip school. 
Simultaneously, Jose was living with his 
best friend and fellow senior, Edgar, and 
Edgar’s mother, Maria. Then in March, same 
for much of the world, everything changed 
for Jose…but in a very positive way. Jose 
realized that he really wanted to graduate 
and pursue his post-high school options. 
With a new-found sense of dedication, he 
buckled down and worked every day with 

SpringSpirit’s T-2-4 Coordinator, Sergio, to 
fully go after all of his opportunities. He also 
received support and assistance from Coach 
Mealey and Juan with SpringSpirit, as well 
as his incredible Whole Child mentor, David 
Miller. While attending school in quarantine, 
Jose realized that he focused much better 
in the quiet setting of his friend’s home. We 
are proud to say that Jose completed all of 
his required school work, received his high-
school diploma, and has decided to enlist in 
the military.

Brothers Isaac and Guillermo were also 
among our 2020 high-school graduates 
who worked extremely hard to accomplish 
their goals. Isaac had always had his heart 
set on attending college, but Guillermo 
was not as sure: he was more interested 
in getting a job straight out of high-school. 
But in working closely with SpringSpirit’s 
T-2-4 staff, Guillermo decided to follow in 
his brother’s footsteps and see if college 
could be a possibility. During quarantine, 
Guillermo finished high-school strong and 
submitted several college applications. He 
not only received acceptance letters from 
several different colleges, but also received 
scholarships! He and his brother both 
decided to attend the University of Houston 
Downtown. While, at first, Guillermo was 
cautious to apply for fear that he might not 
get accepted, SpringSpirit staff members 
encouraged him to continue the process, and 
say that it was a joy to watch his confidence 
increase, as he is now excited to continue his 
education.

T-2-4 Coordinator Sergio works with our high school students and their families.



OUR MISSION
We provide safe pathways for youth to realize life opportunities through sports, 
education and mentoring programs that are based on Christian principles.

THE IMPACT OF A MENTOR
Johan, a 6th grader on our Toros baseball team, struggles with ADHD and 
anger issues. His mother, Betsa, felt hopeless so the family become active at 
SpringSpirit, hoping it would make a difference.  

Fortunately, Johan has a mentor, Jesus, whom he spends time with every week. They 
talk about respecting parents and house rules and how sports can be an outlet for 
some of his frustrations. “The attention Johan has been getting from Jesus has really 
made a difference in our family,” Betsa says. “Johan is helping around the house, 
making dinner, washing dishes and helping his little sister with her homework.”

Jesus helps Johan talk through his feelings, which gives him confidence to be the 
best he can be. Johan does well in school, excells on his baseball team and attends 
middle school bible study and FNL. Because you make mentoring possible at 
SpringSpirit, Johan now knows he has far more potential than he ever imagined.  

Our long term goal is to have 400 mentors to serve at least half of our students.

It’s easy to become a mentor and with only 2-3 hours per month, you can 
make a huge difference in the life of a child. Most mentors start with a child 
in 3rd grade or up. Mentors must be 20 years or older.

To find out more contact Ellie Cohen, 713-823-0859 or ellie.cohen@
springspiritbaseball.org. She’ll set up an interview and you can see if this is 
the right opportunity for you!

Maria graduated from our “Raising Highly 
Capable Kids” parenting class and 
realized she needed to get help for her 
daughter, Luisa, who is smart but has 
always struggled with grades. Maria 
enrolled Luisa in our summer education 
program as well as our afterschool study 
hall last year because she felt it would 
help Luisa’s confidence with English. 

At the same time, Luisa started coming 
to GLOW (Girls Life on Wednesdays) 
and joined the SpringSpirit softball 
team, where Coach Martha was very 
encouraging. SpringSpirit paired Luisa 

with a mentor who, last summer, 
read with her every week. All of these 
things prepared Luisa well to start 
Middle School this year. Mom came in 
recently to show Ana, our Community 
Engagement Coordinator, Luisa’s report 
card--all As and Bs!

Amazing things happen when a child 
is supported from all angles, like you 
made possible for Luisa. Thank you 
for providing educational support, 
spiritual development, the lessons that 
are learned from being on a team and 
the impact of a mentor. 

ENCOURAGEMENT AND HARD WORK CHANGE A LIFE

Maria with her mentor, Blanca
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS

Stephany and Darren have four boys and  both 
work full time. Stephany was initially attracted 
to us because of our baseball program, which 
was right in their neighborhood. All the boys 
started playing ball and loved it. 

The first time Darren came to SpringSpirit he 
was invited by his wife to support the boys at 
their practice. He encountered an unfamiliar 
sight – many fathers supporting their children 
during practice. Even though Darren’s father 
was never active in his life, he decided then 
that things would be different for his family. 
Now Darren and his family are active in many 
of our programs. He is a head coach of a 

team and Stephany is a team mom. Because 
of their experience at SpringSpirit, their family 
is now active in a church. 

Even though volunteering in their community 
was not part of their culture, many of our 
parents have embraced this concept. As 
more grow into these roles, families begin to 
take ownership in SpringSpirit and provide 
leadership in all of our mind-body-soul 
offerings. We believe that parental leadership 
not only sets a good example and strengthens 
our kids’ lives, but is also key to the long-term 
sustainability of SpringSpirit and the Spring 
Branch community as a whole.  

HELP SUPPORT SPRINGSPIRIT DURING YOUR REGULAR SHOPPING
Each of the following retailers will donate a portion of your purchases back to SpringSpirit:

Kroger Rewards Card: You can register your card by calling 1-800-576-4377, pressing 3, 
and selecting SpringSpirit Baseball.

Randall’s Good Neighbor Program: Our number is 13630. Go by the courtesy booth 
at the store to sign up for the program or to link your existing card to SpringSpirit

AmazonSmile Program: Please go to www.smile.amazon.com and click on Spring Branch 
Baseball Program.

PARENTS SEE VALUE OF VOLUNTEERING

He decided then that things would be different for his family. “

“
SpringSpirit’s new Young Professionals Organization 
launched its first Kickball Tournament fundraiser, “Kicks 
for a Cause”

Cal Ripken League started the spring season with a community 
parade, complete with banners for each team

Many thanks to this year’s “Breakfast for Champions” 
chairs, Wayne and Julie Wiesen, and guest speaker, Jon 
Kitna with son, pictured with SpringSpirit Founders and 
President Melissa and Kenny Baldwin

SPRING HIGHLIGHTS
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I have set the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken.
Psalm 16:8 

SPRINGSPIRIT PARTICIPANTS HELP OUR NEIGHBORS IN NEED > > > > > > > > 
In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus teaches his disciples about the two 
greatest commandments: love the Lord with all your heart, soul, and 
mind, and love your neighbor as yourself (Matthew 22:36-40). Two 
SpringSpirit participants perfectly exemplified what it means to love 
your neighbor in the wake of Louisiana’s destruction caused by the 
recent Hurricane Laura. 

On September 6th, Kevin and Raul, accompanied by their mentor, 
Craig Moritz, drove to Lake Charles fully stocked with 36 cases of 
water to distribute to those in need. They linked up with a group 
from the Carolinas, who were heading to the small town of Deridder, 
Louisiana to assist, and gave them 20 cases to use while they served. 
Next, they headed to Trinity Baptist Church, which was being used as 
a base for law enforcement who were helping with the recovery, and 
shared the rest of the cases there. 

Craig is hoping that this experience is something that the boys will 
hold with them. Via email, he shares that, “today gave them a sense 
of the massive damage of the hurricane.  We were helping people 
who will never know us or that we did anything, but yet, we were able 
to do a small thing that might take a bit of stress and anxiety away.” 
The call to action, and to serve other children of God, is a vital lesson 
SpringSpirit aims to teach its participants. We strive to model this 
through each SpringSpirit program, and it’s nowhere more exemplified 
than in our incredible mentor/mentee relationships. Great job Kevin, 
Raul and Craig!

If you are interested in becoming a part of the 
mentoring program, please contact Whitney Gowan at 

whitney.gowan@springspirit.org.

Craig, Kevin, and Raul worked together to provide water to those that needed it to Louisiana 
residents.
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While COVID-19 forced us to reimagine our 
usual Slugging Statistics® summer camp, 
our founders and camp hosts made sure it 
was a summer to remember.

On June 9th and then again on August 
29th, members of our Slugging Statistics®  
leadership team (Stefan A. Gustafson, Scott 
Martin, Jr., Sofia Adrogué, Kim Martin, Sten 
Gustafson, Scott Martin, Laura Smith, and 
Michael Kidd) hosted a pair of SpringSpirit 
Slugging Statistics® Drive-Throughs.  
Combined, we served over 250 children and 
their families.  Our students were greeted 
with an array of balloons and a DJ and a 

ton of energy and love. They received a 
pizza dinner and dessert, school supplies 
and other goodies, including a Slugging 
Statistics® water bottle and drawstring 
bag for use at a future camp.  Inside each 
drawstring bag was a baseball statistics 
worksheet and an invitation to join a future 
Zoom call. These events were especially 
significant as they provided the first 
opportunities for many participants to return 
to SpringSpirit since the onset of COVID-19.

Slugging Statistics® Founders and Chairs 
Stefan A. Gustafson and Sofia Adrogué 
also envisioned  a Zoom call for our kids 

SLUGGING STATS CAMP CHANGES THEIR APPROACH FOR THIS AT-BAT > > > > > 
where the group led by Stefan discussed 
baseball and softball statistics, life during 
COVID-19, and baseball trivia. They also 
reviewed the answers to the worksheet that 
was distributed at the drive-through and 
were able to view two personalized video 
messages of encouragement from Houston 
Astro Lance McCullers Jr. and Baby Jay, 
a local Houston rap artist and motivational 
speaker.  We are so grateful to these two 
men for taking the time to record greetings 
for our SpringSpirit youth.

These incredible activities were made possible 
through the perseverance and guidance of our 
dedicated Slugging Statistics® camp leadership 
team, which includes: Founders and Chairs 
Sofia Adrogué, Sten Gustafson, and Stefan A. 
Gustafson;  Co-Chairs Kimberly Martin, Scott 
D. Martin, and Scott D. Martin, Jr.; as well as 
Founding Advisor Hudson Holthouse.
 
SpringSpirit is in the process of cautiously 
resuming our in-person programming while 
ensuring that all appropriate health and 
sanitization guidelines are followed. We look 
forward to hosting our third annual SpringSpirit 
Slugging Statistics® camp currently anticipated 
to be in the later part of May 2021.

THANK YOU to all of our donors who 
generously support Slugging Statistics® and 
all of SpringSpirit’s educational endeavors! 
Now, more than ever, your generosity provides 
vital funds to equip our motivated and engaged 
children for success…and we could not be 
more appreciative!

COVID-19 has impacted so much of our lives, including how 
we at SpringSpirit achieve our mission. During these past few 
months, we have…

• Adapted our normal programming to continue serving 
our families through safety protocols and/or virtual 
programmatic platforms.
• Invested even more time building and strengthening 
our relationships with our community members through 
systematic calling structure and our new Whole Child 
program framework.
• Met our community’s COVID-related needs (education, 
food, rental assistance, health care, emotional 
psychological issues) through both direct services and 
community partnerships.



OUR MISSION
We provide safe pathways for youth to realize life opportunities through sports, 
education and mentoring programs that are based on Christian principles.

THE IMPACT OF A MENTOR
Johan, a 6th grader on our Toros baseball team, struggles with ADHD and 
anger issues. His mother, Betsa, felt hopeless so the family become active at 
SpringSpirit, hoping it would make a difference.  

Fortunately, Johan has a mentor, Jesus, whom he spends time with every week. They 
talk about respecting parents and house rules and how sports can be an outlet for 
some of his frustrations. “The attention Johan has been getting from Jesus has really 
made a difference in our family,” Betsa says. “Johan is helping around the house, 
making dinner, washing dishes and helping his little sister with her homework.”

Jesus helps Johan talk through his feelings, which gives him confidence to be the 
best he can be. Johan does well in school, excells on his baseball team and attends 
middle school bible study and FNL. Because you make mentoring possible at 
SpringSpirit, Johan now knows he has far more potential than he ever imagined.  

Our long term goal is to have 400 mentors to serve at least half of our students.

It’s easy to become a mentor and with only 2-3 hours per month, you can 
make a huge difference in the life of a child. Most mentors start with a child 
in 3rd grade or up. Mentors must be 20 years or older.

To find out more contact Ellie Cohen, 713-823-0859 or ellie.cohen@
springspiritbaseball.org. She’ll set up an interview and you can see if this is 
the right opportunity for you!

Maria graduated from our “Raising Highly 
Capable Kids” parenting class and 
realized she needed to get help for her 
daughter, Luisa, who is smart but has 
always struggled with grades. Maria 
enrolled Luisa in our summer education 
program as well as our afterschool study 
hall last year because she felt it would 
help Luisa’s confidence with English. 

At the same time, Luisa started coming 
to GLOW (Girls Life on Wednesdays) 
and joined the SpringSpirit softball 
team, where Coach Martha was very 
encouraging. SpringSpirit paired Luisa 

with a mentor who, last summer, 
read with her every week. All of these 
things prepared Luisa well to start 
Middle School this year. Mom came in 
recently to show Ana, our Community 
Engagement Coordinator, Luisa’s report 
card--all As and Bs!

Amazing things happen when a child 
is supported from all angles, like you 
made possible for Luisa. Thank you 
for providing educational support, 
spiritual development, the lessons that 
are learned from being on a team and 
the impact of a mentor. 

ENCOURAGEMENT AND HARD WORK CHANGE A LIFE

Maria with her mentor, Blanca
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STEM PROGRAM RECEIVES BOOST FROM SOME HOUSTON CHRISTIAN MUSTANGS

SpringSpirit’s STEM program is one of our 
most popular programs. Through resources 
provided by our incredible partners at the 
Cal Ripken Sr. Foundation, middle school 
students look forward to visiting our facility 
every Wednesday (in pre-COVID times) 
throughout the school year to not only learn 
about science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics, but also to spend quality time 
with the volunteers who help to make the 
STEM program so exciting. 

This past year, we were blessed to have 
three highly dedicated Houston Christian 

High School students volunteer with 
our STEM programming. Right from the 
beginning, Alyssa, Emily, and Case were 
incredibly involved leaders, and took the 
initiative to research, create, and plan their 
very own STEM lessons every week. Laura 
Smith, SpringSpirit’s Director of Education, 
shared, “These student volunteers were very 
dependable and hardworking. They built 
great relationships with our students, our 
kids loved working with them every week, 
and it was great for them to have young 
people for them to look up to.” 

In addition to the weekly lessons and 
projects, our STEM team participated in 
the Cal Ripken, Sr. Foundation’s STEM 
Competition, where they were given the 
task to build an arm that could be used by 
an amputee. Alyssa shared that, while this 
was no easy task, she loved getting to work 
alongside the middle schoolers and watch 
them come up with creative ways to build 
this arm. “Volunteering with the SpringSpirit 
STEM program was really fun and the 
highlight of my week. The kids were so 
excited for the different activities every week, 
and I loved watching them grow and learn.”

Our students loved meeting weekly to learn exciting new material with our high school student volunteers.


